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AstraZeneca vaccine eligibility drops to age 40 
April 19, 2021  

Starting April 20, Albertans aged 40 or over will be able to receive the AstraZeneca 
vaccine. 

Participating pharmacies and Alberta Health Services will begin booking appointments for AstraZeneca 
vaccinations for Albertans born in 1981 or earlier. Walk-in vaccinations will be available at the walk-in clinics 
in Edmonton and Calgary, as well as specific pharmacies across the province. 

Lowering the eligibility age means 575,425 more Albertans can be vaccinated, bringing the total eligible 
population to 2.3 million. 

Alberta’s decision to reduce the age of eligibility for AstraZeneca from 55 to 40 is based on public health 
recommendations looking at the benefit this vaccine offers weighed against the small risk of adverse events 
from this vaccine. AstraZeneca has been shown to reduce infection by 60-70 per cent, and severe outcomes 
like hospitalization by 80 per cent. 

As of April 17, more than 100,000 doses of AstraZeneca have been administered and there are more than 
170,000 doses available. 

Alberta’s government is responding to the COVID-19 pandemic by protecting lives and livelihoods with 
precise measures to bend the curve, sustain small businesses and protect Alberta’s health-care system. 

Related information 
• Vaccine information 

• AHS online booking tool 

Media inquiries 
Tom McMillan  

780-422-4905 
Assistant Director of Communications, Alberta Health 

For more government translated resources, please visit: https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-translated-
resources.aspx. 
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